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Date: 03rd May 2023 
 

Newsletter No: 12 

Term 2 Diary: 
 

(Please note dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

05 May Rotorua Mini Marathon 

09 May Rip, Grip & Whip MTB Event 

10 May Tackle Rugby 5’s Clinic 
11 May Y5 Ako Kārearea - EPro8 Interschool Event 

 OSSG/PTA AGM 6pm Otonga Staffroom 

 Everyone welcome! 

12 May Hui a Kura 

15 May Rm 7 – Taniwha Library Trip 9:30-11:30am 

 Rm 8 – Taniwha Library Trip 12:30-2:30pm 
16 May  Rugby League 9’s 

 Rm 6 – Taniwha Library Trip 9:30-11:30am 

 Y2 Ako Kiwi – Te Pui Kiwi Enclosure Trip 

 9:30am-12:30pm 

 Rm 5 – Taniwha Library Trip 12:30-2:30pm 

19 May Hui a Kura 

  
26 May Whole School Singing/Waiata  

 11:45am-12:30pm 
29 May New Entrant – Cohort 4 – Starts School 

30 May School Cross Country 

 BOT Meeting 6pm Staffroom 

02 Jun Hui a Kura 

05 Jun King’s Birthday – SCHOOL CLOSED 
13 Jun Central Schools Cross Country 

 Perform Educational Musicals Performance 

16 Jun Hui a Kura – Held by Y2 Ako Kiwi at 11:45am 

 

Term 2 Diary Continued… 
 

(Please note dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

20 Jun BOP Cross Country Championships 

23 Jun Whole School Singing/Waiata  

 11:45am-12:30pm 

27 Jun  

 BOT Meeting 6pm Staffroom 

30 Jun Hui a Kura 

 Last Day of Term 2 – School closes at 3pm 

 
Term Dates 2023: 
 

Term 2:  Mon 24th April – Fri 30th June 

(Teacher Only Day – Monday 24th April) 

(ANZAC Day – Tuesday 25th April) 
(King’s Birthday – Monday 5th June) 

(Matariki – Friday 14th July) 

Term 3:  Mon 17th July – Fri 22nd September  
Term 4:  Mon 9th October – Wed 13th December (TBC) 

(Labour Day – Monday 23rd October)   
 
New Entrant – Cohort Start Dates 2023: 
 

TERM 2 Cohort 3:  Wed 26th April 

 Cohort 4:  Mon 29th May 

TERM 3 Cohort 5:  Mon 17th July 

 Cohort 6:  Mon 21st August 

TERM 4 Cohort 7:  Mon 9th October 
 Cohort 8:  1st Day of Term 1, 2024 (TBA) 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – TERM 2 WEEK 2  

Kia Ora Koutou,  

Dear Parents & Caregivers 

It is great to have everyone back for a full week.  
On Monday 24th April our teachers took part in the 
Rotorua Central Community of Learning/Kahui Ako 
Teacher Only Day. 
 

Toi-Ohomai hosted the first part of the day and we 
were welcomed onto Tangatarua Marae with a Pōhiri followed by morning tea in the 
wharekai. Perry Rush was our opening keynote speaker. Next we took part in workshops 
designed to learn about cultural responsiveness and other topics. 
 

Our school then hosted the second half of the day. We had lunch and then teachers 
chose to attend another workshop from: Getting started in Junior Maths, Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome (FADS), Maths at Level 3 - rapid routines, Neurodiversity- Matauranga Māori 
Lens, Numeracy in Level 4, ANZH Curriculum Formally Rob Clark, Rotorua Public 
Library, Thinking Outside the Box, The Code, Tips for Autism and High Anxiety, Zones of 
Regulation   
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Finally we listened to our closing 
keynote speaker - Janelle Riki-Waaka. 
  
It was a very interesting day for our 
staff and will have a really positive 
effect on our students as our staff 
use the learnings from the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
Mr G Cunliffe 
 
  
  

WINTER HEALTH 

As always, we want to keep our students and teachers as safe as possible at school from the harms of 

illness. A reminder about those good actions we need to have in place to reduce the risk of harm from 

COVID-19 will also help to prevent seasonal illnesses including: 
 

· staying away if unwell and seeking advice if unwell 

· regularly washing hands 

· using well-ventilated spaces 

· cleaning and disinfecting high-touch surfaces regularly 

· covering coughs and sneezes 

· having a highly vaccinated community (and not just for COVID-19). 
 

You can do the same at home and hopefully together, we will keep our community healthy this winter. 

 

Winter health and vaccination reminders and information: 

Te Whatu Ora encourages whānau to vaccinate their children for pneumococcal disease, Meningococcal B, 

measles, and flu, alongside their three COVID-19 vaccines to provide the greatest level of protection 

heading into winter. 

  

Tamariki aged six months to 12 years are eligible for free flu vaccinations. For more information, visit: 
  

Flu immunisation for tamariki – KidsHealth 
  

Measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine – Te Whatu Ora 
  

COVID-19 boosters for over 30s and those at increased risk of severe illness – New Zealand Government 

 

You will still need to isolate for seven days if you have COVID-19 to reduce the risk of spread.  
 

For further information: If you have COVID-19 – New Zealand Government 
 

Boost your wellbeing – Te Whatu Ora  

 

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=b0364cdec5&e=8a247e5843
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https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=4bd2ad4b25&e=8a247e5843
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=d2f929aeba&e=8a247e5843


 

 

 

OTONGA SCHOOL SUPPORT GROUP (OSSG/PTA) NOTICE OF AGM 

The Otonga School Support Group Annual General Meeting (AGM) will now take place  
at 6pm on Thursday 11th May 2023 in the Otonga school staff room. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
  
 

ROTORUA MINI MARATHON 2023  

All our tamariki have been entered for this fun event. We will travel by bus arriving between 9:30am and 10:00am. 
 

Date:  Friday 5th May 2023 
Time:  Marshals briefing 9:15am, 10am first race starts  
Venue:  Energy Events Centre, Queens Drive, Rotorua  
 

Event Schedule: (Note times are approximate and may change due to entries or weather conditions) 
  9:15am Marshal Briefing  
  10:00am Event start time  
  11:15am Prize Giving  
  All children will be separated into their year groups (year 1, year 2 etc.)  
  and will be set off in waves of 50-75 children at a time.   
 

Spectator Parking: Telly Tubby Hill field (via Memorial Drive) will be open for spectator parking ONLY until  
 the first race kicks off and then it will be closed. There will be no parking available for 
 spectators inside of the Energy Event Centre car park, one side is restricted to school 
 bus drop-off and pick-ups and the other for schools to gather for the event.  

 
 

SCHOOL FUN RUN  

We’re excited to be participating in the School Fun Run with @nzschoolfunrun this year! Our Fun Run date will be   

 

We’ll be launching the fundraising in two weeks, so make sure to keep your eyes out!  

We hope you’ll support our school and students in fundraising for shade sails and astroturf. 

 

Mr Neil Carrington, Assistant Principal 



 

 

 

EPRO8 INTERNAL SCHOOL EVENT 

On Thursday the 27th April Otonga School held the 

Year 5 Epro8 Internal School event. Children who 

had a keen interest in science, mathematics, 

technology and engineering had their names pulled 

out of a hat, 24 names were drawn, creating 6 

teams. 
 

Children had to complete a number of challenges in 

a set amount of time. I was so impressed with the 

children as they demonstrated teamwork, 

communication, perseverance, problem solving and 

mechanical skills. 
 

A big thank you to local engineer Jess Dallaway who 

was an incredible judge for the Otonga School 

Epro8 competition. 
 

Congratulations to Team Otonga Magpies who came in first place and will go on to represent Otonga School at 

the Epro8 event at Rotorua Intermediate School on the 11th May.  
 

Mrs Charity Bollard 
 

(Picture above of Otonga Magpies: Rohan, Violet, Evie and Nina.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

AUTHORSHIP  

Our years 4 to 6 teachers are lucky to be working with Verity Short in the area of ‘Authorship’ this year. Our aim is 

to  grow our children's writing confidence, enjoyment and abilities. Teachers will be modelling and teaching the 

habits, behaviours and skills needed to become real world writers who can write with pleasure, purpose and 

power. Last term we focused on writing authentic memoirs and helping children to find significance in their 

everyday experiences. Each week we will be sharing our learning and some of our writing with you. Please enjoy 

these authors' pieces! They have worked hard to use precise verbs and to ‘show not tell’. 
 

Mrs Rebecca Scott 

 
 

LIBRARY & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTRE NEWS  

Overdue Library Books:  
Please RETURN promptly All Library Books - at the present time we have more than 160 overdue books borrowed by 
students prior to the school holidays! We are missing books from Reading Kits so please also RETURN any SCHOOL 

READERS sent home to keep children on task with reading during the holiday break. 
 

Scholastic Book Club: 

Issue 3 brochures will be circulated to classrooms this week and orders close 

on Monday 15th May. 
 

On-line Ordering: All information for Parents/Caregivers is on the Scholastic 

website www.scholastic.co.nz   All Classrooms are registered for Loop on-line ordering 

if you have any problems with the web page please phone Scholastic for assistance. 

You can also choose to order a gift (please mark this clearly on the order form) and 

if ordering on-line, select 'Library gift for child' parents will be contacted when the gift 

arrives. 
 

Payment: Parents can also order and pay at school (cash or EFTPOS accepted).  
 

Order Form: Please complete the paper order form on the back page - remember to 

write in your Child's Name, Room Number and the Item No.  
  

Items purchased through Scholastic Book Club earn the school reward points that are 

used to purchase further resources. Thank you for your participation and support. 
 

Mrs Pauline Atkinson, Library Manager   

http://www.scholastic.co.nz/


 

 

 

SCHOOLDOCS  

We invite you to view/review our school policies at https://otonga.schooldocs.co.nz (Note that there is no "www.") 

Our username is: otonga and password is: fourwinds  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

VISTAB SIGN-IN SPONSOR NEEDED 
We are in search of a business to sponsor our VisTab - People 

Management System. All visitors sign in and out using Vis Tab on 

arrival/departure at reception in the school office. We will add your 

company logo at the bottom of the default screen. It is seen by many, 

even through the window when the school office is closed. The cost is 

$63.25 per month. Please contact the school office if you would like the 

opportunity. First in first served. 

 
 

        COMMUNITY EVENTS, NOTICES & SERVICES 
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