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Date: 19th July 2023 
 

Newsletter No: 21 
 

Term 3 Diary: 
 

(Please note dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

20 Jul Matariki Celebration 

 Otonga PTA Meeting 6pm Staffroom 
21 Jul Y4 Ako Kererū - Te Puia Trip 9:45am-12:30pm 

24-26 Jul Y1-3 Crossing Education 

28 Jul Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 

 Room 2 Ako Kererū 

2-4 Aug Y5 Ako Kārearea - Marae Noho 

3 Aug CBOP Interschool Amazing Race 
 Planting Day – Trees for Survival 

8 Aug R11 Robotics Museum Course 9-10am 

 R12 Robotics Museum Course 10:30-11:30am 

9 Aug School Photos with PhotoLife 

10 Aug Y3 Ako Ruru - Rippa Rugby in Schools 

 Y4 Ako Kererū - Science Roadshow at RIS 
 Y5-6 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

 R13 Robotics Museum Course 9-10am 

 R14 Robotics Museum Course 10:30-11:30am 

11 Aug Y1 &4 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

 Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 
 Room 1 Ako Kererū 

17 Aug Y1 & 3 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

17-30 Aug Life Education 

18 Aug Y2 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

21 Aug New Entrant Cohort 6 Starts School 

24 Aug Rugby 9’s 
25 Aug Rotorua Junior Tough Guy & Gal Challenge 

 Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 

 Room 3 Ako Kererū 

Term 3 Diary continued: 
 

(Please note dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

28 Aug Y5-6 Bike Safety Eke Haumaru Starts 

 Y4 Ako Kererū – Museum Trip 
29 Aug Y6 Ako Korimako – RIS Orientation Visit 

 9am-12:30pm 

 BOT Meeting 

1 Sep Y4 Ako Kererū – Museum Trip 9:30-11:30am 

6 Sep Wig Wednesday – Child Cancer Fundraiser 

8 Sep Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 
 Room 11 Ako Kiwi  

9 Sep Quiz Night 

13 Sep CBOP Winter Sports Field Day 

15 Sep MIGS Gymnastic & Trampoline Competition 

22 Sep Y5-6 Bike Safety Eke Haumaru Ends 

 Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 
 Room 5 Ako Tui 

 Last Day of Term 3 – School closes at 3pm 

 
Term Dates 2023: 
 

Term 3:  Mon 17th July – Fri 22nd September  
Term 4:  Mon 9th October – Wed 13th December (TBC) 

(Labour Day – Monday 23rd October)   
 
New Entrant – Cohort Start Dates 2023: 
 

TERM 3 Cohort 6:  Mon 21st August 

TERM 4 Cohort 7:  Mon 9th October 
 Cohort 8:  1st Day of Term 1, 2024 (TBA) 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – TERM 3 WEEK 1  

Kia Ora Koutou - Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

It is absolutely fantastic to be back at school and 
even better when the whole school surprised me 
with a huge birthday celebration!  
 

The highlight was 550 students and staff singing happy 

birthday to me and then spending the time with 

colleagues and friends. To be honest, I think the children 

enjoyed it even more as everybody in the school got a 

Mr Whippy Ice Cream in celebration. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff and 

parents for all of the festivities, presents and birthday 

wishes. It was very special. 
 

Looking forward to an amazing and positive term! 
 

Ngā mihi nui 

Mr Gareth Cunliffe 
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Welcome to and introducing our new staff… 

As you may or may not know, school’s nationwide are finding it challenging to get teachers. Teachers leave 

for various reasons - travel, starting a family, promotion and new challenges. We are really fortunate at 

Otonga School to have attracted quality teachers. We are building a formidable team of staff who want to be 

here and teach in our lovely environment. 

 

We are really excited to have Whaea Shannen and Whaea Lizzie join our 

team. They will be teaching in Room 4 with our new entrant startup class. 

Their experience at this level (and previously from Tiaki Early Learning 

Centre) is appreciated and valued and we look forward to working with 

them. 

 

Whaea Jann and Ms Sarah Best are also joining our team and will be doing 

teacher release. Mrs Armstrong is helping out too until the end of the year 

as well as Mr Armstrong and we really appreciate this. 

 

Once again a warm welcome to our new Secretary/Principal PA,  

Mrs Andrea Greyling to Otonga School again. Mrs A is well known to most of us as she was previously one 

of our learning assistants. 

 

We wish Mrs Katrina Weller and family all of the best with her relocation to Cambridge and thank her for her 

time here at school. 

 

Whaea Shannen 

Kia ora, my name is Whaea Shannen and I will 

be teaching the new entrants at Otonga School 

alongside Whaea Lizzie. I was born and raised 

in Rotorua and even went to Otonga as a 

student! So I am feeling super excited to return 

as a teacher. I am passionate about the 

outdoors and love being active rain or shine. 

One of my favourite things to do is watch the 

sunrise (with a coffee)! Even better if I get to 

watch it from the top of a mountain. I am looking 

forward to being a part of the Otonga team and 

having fun with the tamariki. Whaea Shannen. 

 

Whaea Lizzie 

Kia ora e te whānau, my name is Lizzie and I will be teaching in Room 4 

with Whaea Shannen for the rest of the year. I attended Otonga School 

(many years ago) as did my 18 year old son. It is exciting to be back! I 

have a particular interest in art, literacy and nature-based education. We 

are really looking forward to working with your tamariki. Ngā mihi, Whaea 

Lizzie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Whaea Jann 

Kia ora e te whānau o Te Kura o Tihiōtonga. Ko Whaea Jann Kieck ahau. 

I began my teaching career 11 years ago in South Africa, working with 

students from Year 3 up to Year 8. My husband, our 3 boys and I made 

the move over to Aotearoa New Zealand in June 2019 and fell in love with 

Rotorua instantly. In our 4 years here we have soaked in as much as we 

could of the history and culture of this incredible place and will continue to 

do so. I look forward to working with the tamariki and their whānau, as 

well as being part of Team Otonga. 

 

Ms Best 

Kia Ora, My name is Sarah, and I am excited 
to be working as part of the Otonga whanau. 
I moved to Rotorua from Auckland last year 
with my husband Sam. We have two young 
boys, Arthur and Angus who keep us very 
busy. Moving to Rotorua has been a big 
change for us, in both work and lifestyle, but 
it has bought us so much more time to spend 
together as a family in the outdoors. I love 
spending time biking, walking and boating 
and we are so lucky to be surrounded by 
numerous beautiful lakes and the forest. I am 
looking forward to what the rest of the year will bring and continuing to get to know your tamariki. Ms Best. 
 

 



 

 

 

ARRIVAL TIMES AT SCHOOL & BEFORE SCHOOL CARE  

Students may only come to school at 8:15am please as any 

time before that creates a health and safety issue as there are no 

teachers available before this time unless in exceptional 

circumstances. Children will not be allowed into the classrooms 

until after 8:15am. Students arriving early need to be enrolled in 

before school care. If you need care before school or after school, 

this service is provided in the hall. To enrol your child or for more 

information please contact Leandri on 027 348 7707 or email 

info.otonga@osprograms.co.nz 

 

 
 

LIBRARY & INFORMATION CENTRE NEWS 

Welcome back! I hope you all enjoyed your holiday and Matariki celebrations with your families. 

 

Just a reminder to please make sure all overdue books are returned, so that your children can issue 

a new book this week. 

 

Also, Scholastic brochures will be sent to classrooms today,  

so check out the great bargains to be had.  

 

They have the following an online only promotion: 

• Spend $30 = 1 free book 

• Spend $50 = 2 free books 

• Spend $70 = 3 free books 

 

There are some great titles starting from as little as $3.50! 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support!  

 

Miss Gisby, Assistant Librarian  
 
 

OTONGA SPORTS & COMPETITIONS – Registrations Now Open: 

2023 Rotorua Junior Tough Guy & Gal Challenge  
 

This extreme off road running event takes place on Friday 25th 
August at Lakes Ranch. Year 3-6 boys and girls are invited to 
compete in this exciting and fun event. 
 

Cost: $35 per student (includes bus & event entry) 
 

Course: 1.5km for school years 3 & 4 and  
 3km for school years 5 & 6 
 

Entries Close: Friday 11th August at 9am 
 

Please read the registration notice for this event, which includes important information on what to wear and 
bring, when to arrive at school in order to catch the event bus on time, how to register & pay via Kindo and 
the 'Waiver & Release Statement' which needs to be agreed to in order for your child to compete. This is 
available under ‘Notices’ on the SchoolApp or on SeeSaw. 
 

Registrations need to be completed via KINDO by 9am Friday 11th August.  
(No late entries will be accepted). 
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AUTHORSHIP – Room 17 
In Room 17 we have been using our Authorship time to write short, sharp pieces 

which dig deeper and use rich, descriptive vocabulary.  
 

Rohan created this “Mystical Eye” in clay.  
 

We used this as a trigger, with our stories, describing what the eye was attached to as 

we viewed it through a Keyhole…”  

We practised our self-editing, peer sharing for positive feedback, to revisit and add value to the initial sentence. 

The resulting passages explore all our senses to bring the work alive to the reader. 
 

Rebecca Scott, Y4-6 Literacy Co-ordinator 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

SCHOOLDOCS  

We invite you to view/review our school policies at https://otonga.schooldocs.co.nz (Note that there is no "www.") 

Our username is: otonga and password is: fourwinds  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

        COMMUNITY EVENTS, NOTICES & SERVICES 

 

After School Painting, Illustrating and Mosaic Classes With Janet Keen 
Thursdays: 3:30pm to 4:30pm or 4:35pm to 5:35pm. Enrolling new people now. Ages 7 and upwards welcome. 

Adults at kids prices. 374 Clayton Road, Rotorua. Text Janet on 027 3513887 for more details. 

Email: janet@jkeen.net  
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