
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

OtongaRoadSchool 

OTONGA PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
Te Kura o Tihiotonga Panui 

 
“United by the four winds, we grow stronger together” 

 “Mā te kōtahitanga e ngā hau e whā, ka kaha whakatupu ngātahi tātau” 

 105 Otonga Road, Springfield, Rotorua 3015  Phone: (07) 348-6443  Email: otonga@otonga.school.nz  Website: www.otonga.school.nz   Principal: Gareth Cunliffe 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Date: 26th July 2023 
 

Newsletter No: 22 
 

Term 3 Diary: 
 

(Please note dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

24-26 Jul Y1-3 Crossing Education 

28 Jul Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 
 Room 2 Ako Kererū 

2-4 Aug Y5 Ako Kārearea - Marae Noho 

3 Aug CBOP Interschool Amazing Race 

 Planting Day – Trees for Survival 

8 Aug R11 Robotics Museum Course 9-10am 

 R12 Robotics Museum Course 10:30-11:30am 
9 Aug School Photos with PhotoLife 

10 Aug Y3 Ako Ruru - Rippa Rugby in Schools 

 Y4 Ako Kererū - Science Roadshow at RIS 

 Y5-6 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

 R13 Robotics Museum Course 9-10am 

 R14 Robotics Museum Course 10:30-11:30am 
11 Aug Y1 &4 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

 Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 

 Room 1 Ako Kererū 

17 Aug Y1 & 3 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

17-30 Aug Life Education 
18 Aug Y2 Tennis in Schools – Give Tennis a Go 

21 Aug New Entrant Cohort 6 Starts School 

24 Aug Rugby 9’s 

25 Aug Rotorua Junior Tough Guy & Gal Challenge 

 Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 

 Room 3 Ako Kererū 
28 Aug Y5-6 Bike Safety Eke Haumaru Starts 

 Y4 Ako Kererū – Museum Trip 

Term 3 Diary continued: 
 

(Please note dates/events may be added or changed without prior notice) 
  

29 Aug Y6 Ako Korimako – RIS Orientation Visit 

 9am-12:30pm 
 BOT Meeting 

1 Sep Y4 Ako Kererū – Museum Trip 9:30-11:30am 

6 Sep Wig Wednesday – Child Cancer Fundraiser 

8 Sep Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 

 Room 11 Ako Kiwi  

9 Sep Quiz Night 
13 Sep CBOP Winter Sports Field Day 

15 Sep MIGS Gymnastic & Trampoline Competition 

22 Sep Y5-6 Bike Safety Eke Haumaru Ends 

 Hui a Kura 11:45am-12:20pm – Hosted by 

 Room 5 Ako Tui 

 Last Day of Term 3 – School closes at 3pm 

 
Term Dates 2023: 
 

Term 3:  Mon 17th July – Fri 22nd September  
Term 4:  Mon 9th October – Wed 13th December (TBC) 

(Labour Day – Monday 23rd October)   
 
New Entrant – Cohort Start Dates 2023: 
 

TERM 3 Cohort 6:  Mon 21st August 

TERM 4 Cohort 7:  Mon 9th October 

 Cohort 8:  1st Day of Term 1, 2024 (TBA) 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – TERM 3 WEEK 2  

Kia Ora Koutou - Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

We have worked hard over the holidays on a number of 

property and maintenance tasks and our school has never 

looked as good as it does now.  

 

 

Site Works Room 15 - footings under Room 15 have been 

repaired as well as drainage. Concrete with channel drain has 

been installed making this space more accessible. We will soon 

look at building shade sails and then astro turf here. Ramps to the 

back of Room 9 and 10 have provided ease of access. 

 

 

The required roofing replacements and repairs have been done. 

 

 

Playground Edging - this has been replaced at the ‘10 yr old’ and 

new soft fall supplied in all playgrounds. 
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Maintenance - Thank you Mr G 

Caretaker for getting our school 

site looking fantastic again. It is 

awesome to have you. You have 

definitely made your mark. The 

flagpole is in operation again after 

many years and the wood eyesore 

next to the turf is gone at last. The 

paths, wall and sides have all been 

water blasted. (Thanks Whaea 

Nikki (Assistant Caretaker) too. 

 

 

 

 

Flora - You may have noticed that we have planted a new 

maple  outside Room 4 and a cherry  near 22. The best 

plant find these holidays was a lovely pohutukawa to mark 

Matariki. I spotted it at the Government Gardens nursery and 

couldn’t resist buying it! The council ordered one too many for 

the Lakefront development so their loss is our gain. Thank you 

Aaron Fisher for transporting it.  

 

Mr G has planted new shrubs in and around the landscaped 

garden by the ‘Otonga Luge’. We are talking to our students 

about showing Kaitiakitanga and staying out of these gardens 

at all times to give these plants a chance to grow. At Otonga 

School we pride ourselves on our beautiful grounds and are 

very fortunate to be able to learn in such a fantastic 

environment. 

 

 

Ngā mihi nui  
Mr Gareth Cunliffe 

 

 



 

 

 

New School Website 

Last week we launched our new School 

Website: https://www.otonga.school.nz/ 

We are still making a few tweaks but it  

is looking great. Please have a look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning at Otonga School - Otonga School 

During the last week of Term 2 our staff presented ‘Learning at Otonga School’. It was a pleasure hosting 

you to inform and celebrate all that we do for our tamariki’s learning! 
 

It was fantastic to hear the overwhelmingly positive feedback from whānau who attended.  
 

Once again, thank you to our Teachers. What a great team we are! 
 

As promised, the presentation is available on our new school website here. 
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ARRIVAL TIMES AT SCHOOL & BEFORE SCHOOL CARE  

Students may only come to 

school at 8:15am please as any 

time before that creates a health 

and safety issue as there are no 

teachers available before this time 

unless in exceptional 

circumstances.  

 

Children will not be allowed into 

the classrooms until after 8:15am.  

 

Students arriving early need to be 

enrolled in before school care.  

 

If you need care before school or 

after school, this service is 

provided in the hall. To enrol your 

child or for more information 

please contact Leandri on 027 

348 7707 or email 

info.otonga@osprograms.co.nz 

 

mailto:info.otonga@osprograms.co.nz


 

 

 

OTONGA SPORTS & COMPETITIONS – Registrations Now Open: 

2023 Rotorua Junior Tough Guy & Gal Challenge  
 

This extreme off road running event takes place on Friday 25th 
August at Lakes Ranch. Year 3-6 boys and girls are invited to 
compete in this exciting and fun event. 
 

Cost: $35 per student (includes bus & event entry) 
 

Course: 1.5km for school years 3 & 4 and  
 3km for school years 5 & 6 
 

Entries Close: Friday 11th August at 9am 
 

Please read the registration notice for this event, which includes important information on what to wear and 
bring, when to arrive at school in order to catch the event bus on time, how to register & pay via Kindo and 
the 'Waiver & Release Statement' which needs to be agreed to in order for your child to compete. This is 
available under ‘Notices’ on the SchoolApp or on SeeSaw. 
 

Registrations need to be completed via KINDO by 9am Friday 11th August.  
(No late entries will be accepted). 
 

Golf Fluro Fun Day - Year 1 to 6  
 

This event is open to year 1-6 boys and girls. 
 

Event Date: Tuesday 29th August 2023 
Venue: Rotorua Golf Club 
Time: 9:00am to 11:30am 
Cost: $5 per player 
 

This is a fun day out to learn new skills and enjoy a day out with your 
friends! Teams of 4 students, Fluro Dress-up, Great Spot Prizes. 
 

Please read the registration notice for this event, which includes important information on the format for the 
day, what to wear and bring etc and how to register & pay via Kindo. This is available under ‘Notices’ on the 
SchoolApp or on SeeSaw. 
 

Please note adults will need to take children to and from the event, plus each team must be 
accompanied/supervised by an adult throughout the duration of the event. 
 

Registrations need to be completed via KINDO by 9am Friday 18th August.  
(No late entries will be accepted). 
 

Cricket – Term 4  
 

Incrediball Cricket (Year 3 to 5):  
• Games held Thursday, 3:45 pm till 5 pm (approx.) at Smallbone Park, Devon Street. 

• Starts on 26th October through until 14th December 2023 

• Cost is $35 per player. 

• Incrediball teams are required to have a coach and someone to score/umpire. 
 

Harrow Hardball Cricket (Year 4 to 6): 
• HARD cricket ball, wooden bats and protective gear (helmets, gloves, batting pads etc) are used. 

• Suited for children who have already played Incrediball Cricket or who have well-developed hand-eye coordination. 

• Begins on 27th October until 14th December 2023 and resumes in late January 2024 (2024 start date tbc). 

• The cost for hardball cricket is $70 per player for the whole Summer 2023-24 season. 

• Teams are required to have a coach and someone to score/umpire. 
 
Please read the registration notice for this event, which includes important information on what to wear, when games will be 
played etc and how to register & pay via Kindo. This is available under ‘Notices’ on the SchoolApp or on SeeSaw. 
 

Registrations need to be completed via KINDO by 9am Friday 8th September.  
(No late entries will be accepted). 



 

 

 

AUTHORSHIP – Room 18 
Through our authorship approach to writing our 

students are guided to produce rich, vivid and sincere 

writing in which they have stretched to communicate 

with passion and precision, across the curriculum. 

Most importantly our learners are intrinsically 

motivated, connected to self, environment and to 

society.  
 

Mānawatia a Matariki from Room 18. Please enjoy 

our poems inspired by Matariki. 
 

Rebecca Scott, Y4-6 Literacy Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

KINDO HELPDESK – Phone 0508 454 636 

Kindo recommend that if you are having a problem using KINDO either on your 

computer or on the mobile phone app, that you contact the Kindo Helpdesk straight 

away. This way you can explain the exact problem you are having and KINDO can 

troubleshoot the issue while you are on the phone. 
 

Issue s can arise for various reasons, usually they have to do with the web browser 

(Firefox/Safari/Google Chrome etc) or the app platform (such as Apple 

iPhone/Android Google Play) being used. Because of this the issues can be quite 

different and not the same for everyone. 

 
 

LIBRARY & INFORMATION CENTRE NEWS 

Just a few reminders this week...   
 

We have a lot of overdue books!  

Overdue lists went out yesterday. If these 

could please be returned so your child can 

choose a new book to enjoy. 
 

Also, this issue of Scholastic closes on 

Wednesday 2nd August if you are wanting 

to place an order...there are some fantastic 

Father's Day gift ideas.  
 

Thank you for your ongoing support!  
 

Miss Gisby, Assistant Librarian  

 
 

OTONGA SCHOOLAPP - ABSENTEE EMAIL FUNCTION  

A number of parents have contacted us to advise that they 

are having issues with our SchoolApp Absentee function, 

not being able to scroll down further on the screen to be 

able to type in a reason for the absentee. It seems this 

problem occurs if you are using an out-of-date version of 

our SchoolApp or if you are using an iPhone. Please make 

sure you are using the most current version of the 

SchoolApp, you may need to go to the Apple App Store or 

Google Play to download this. If you have an iPhone, when 

entering an absentee email, you need to select an 'Absent 

From' Date and click DONE before it will allow you to scroll 

further down. The 'Absent From' date automatically 

appears in the box, however you still need to click on this 

box, select a date and then click 'DONE'. If you have any 

further problems, please let us know.  

 
 

PRINCIPAL FOR THE DAY  

Congratulations to Aahan Karki who raised the most funds for our school 

fun run. He has won the prize of being principal for the day. Also 

congratulations to Room 2 who were the class that raised the most money. 

Pizza lunch on its way to you and a week off duties for Mrs Hallier. 

 



 

 

 

SCHOOLDOCS  

We invite you to view/review our school policies at https://otonga.schooldocs.co.nz (Note that there is no "www.") 

Our username is: otonga and password is: fourwinds  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

        COMMUNITY EVENTS, NOTICES & SERVICES 

 

After School Painting, Illustrating and Mosaic Classes With Janet Keen 
Thursdays: 3:30pm to 4:30pm or 4:35pm to 5:35pm. Enrolling new people now. Ages 7 and upwards welcome. 

Adults at kids prices. 374 Clayton Road, Rotorua. Text Janet on 027 3513887 for more details. 

Email: janet@jkeen.net  

 

 

https://otonga.schooldocs.co.nz/
mailto:janet@jkeen.net


 

 

  



 

 

 
 


